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The Way Home

Second Samuel chapter eleven is one of the dark chapters in the Bible because it tells of the sin of a great man, King David. If you want a study of character, nobility, wisdom, courage, and devotion; you will not find a better man than David. The Bible calls him “…a man after God’s own heart” (see Acts 13:22). Yet, there is a dark chapter in David’s life. 

You may recall, David entered into an adulterous relationship with a woman named Bathsheba. Then, in order to try to cover his sin, he had her husband killed. Scripture tells us, David was a wonderful man. No one could love God better than he did. He had an intimate walk with Almighty God. Yet he committed horrible, hateful, heinous, egregious sins against Almighty God. 

We need to see how it happened and why it happened and to be forewarned. You may say, “Well, I’m strong in the Lord.” So was David, and he became a backslider. The point I’m making, before we ever get into this study is, “…let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).

1. How would you define a backslider? 

a. someone who has never been saved

b. a saved person who has gotten out of fellowship with God and has gotten into sin

Like David, a backslider is one who knows God but loses fellowship with Him because of sin.

2. Have you ever experienced a period when you knew God but were out of fellowship with Him? What breaks our fellowship with Him?

The Cause of David’s Backsliding

The Sin of Casualness

3. David fell into sin in part because he became very casual. What clue can you find in 2 Samuel 11:1 that David was casual and not doing what he was supposed to do? 

4. Can you find another clue in 2 Samuel 11:2? Where was David?

5. Just as David, have you become casual, even lazy, in your spiritual life? How?

6. What are some things you should be doing that you are not?

The Sin of Carelessness

7. In verse 3, we read where he became careless in his actions as well. Read and summarize the following verses that warn against carelessness:

· Proverbs 4:23 - ___________

· Psalm 101:2-4 - ___________

· Matthew 26:41 - __________

The Sin of Compulsion 

In verse four of 2 Samuel eleven, we see that David’s sin became one of compulsion. He hadn’t planned it, but it happened because of his carelessness. 

8. Have you ever gotten “caught up” in a tempting situation even though you did not intend to? Explain. How could you have foreseen the situation and avoided it?

9. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Sin is an undetected weakness, an unexpected opportunity, and an unprotected life.” Explain why or why not.

The Sin of Callousness

10. In 2 Samuel 11:6-13, David tried to cover his sin. What did he try to arrange?

11. What measures did he take in verses 14-15?

12. How does this show his desperation?

13. Describe a time when you were “caught” in sin and desperate to cover it. How did it work out?

The Crisis of David’s Backsliding

Let’s look now at the steps God took in David’s life — and will take in ours — in order to bring repentance.

Conviction

14. Like David, when we sin, God will convict us through the Holy Spirit. Read and comment on how David described conviction in the following passages:

· Psalm 32:4  

· Psalm 51:8

15. Discuss a time when God’s hand was heavy on you.

16. Do you think you can be saved and yet live in sin with no conviction? Why or why not? 

Chastisement

17. God loves you too much to let you go on in your sin. If you do not respond to His initial conviction, He will chastise you. Read and summarize Hebrews 12:6.  

18. How does God’s chastisement show His love to you?

19. What do you think God is most interested in? 

a. your happiness

b. your prosperity

c. your holiness

d. your pride
          

20. God is primarily interested in your holiness. Why do you think this is so?

Challenge
If you still do not respond to the conviction and chastisement, He will challenge you. God will bring you to a crisis. In David’s life, He used Nathan to challenge him. 

21. What has He used in your life? 

a. financial reversal

b. a friend or family member who confronted you about your sin

c. a sermon 

d. a physical setback

e. other ________

22. Some of these challenges may initially seem like a negative thing. How are they ultimately used for good? Thank God for any challenges He has placed in your life for the purpose of bringing you to repentance.

Consummation

When Nathan confronted David and challenged him about his sin, David responded by confessing and repenting. If he had not, the next step might have been consummation — his death.

23. Does the Bible record any examples of the possibility of premature death because of sin and disobedience? Read:

· Numbers 22:21-35 – Balaam had his eyes opened just in time.

· Deuteronomy 34:7 - Moses did not die of old age. He died because of his disobedience. (See Deuteronomy 32:48-52 for background.)

Evaluate Yourself

24. Is there any sin in your life right now?

· casualness?

· carelessness? 

· compulsion?

· callousness?

25. Is the Holy Spirit convicting you? If so, respond to His conviction in confession and repentance.

