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Thorns in a Nation's Side

The book of Judges has an underlying theme, and it’s seen in Judges 17:6: “In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” That is, there was no fixed standard of morality. 

As a nation, we have moved to that point also. We have taken four backward steps to arrive there:

· We have moved from authority to relativism. We have a government today that’s run by polls—find out what people want and then give it back to them. Can you imagine Moses taking a poll in Egypt or Martin Luther at the reformation? That’s not leadership.  

· We have moved from truth to pragmatism. No longer do we ask is it true? We ask does it work? It’s man-centered rather than God-centered. 

· We have gone from revelation to feeling. Psychology has been substituted for theology. Sin is no longer the enemy; sorrow and sadness are. Feeling good about yourself is the number one priority. 

· We’ve gone from convictions to opinions. Few people really have convictions about anything except their right to be happy. 

Edmond Burke made a classic statement: “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” A nation in crisis is susceptible to evil leadership, and all that is necessary for that to happen is that we stand by and let it happen.

The first parable in God’s Word, found in Judges 9:8-15, illustrates this. It tells of a prophet named Jotham who told of the trees looking for a king. They went to the olive tree, but he was happy in his fatness. They went to the fig tree, but he was too busy producing figs with his sweetness. They went to the vine, but he was producing wine. They were all busy doing good things, so they went to the bramble. They asked the bramble, “Will you rule over us?” He said, “I’ll be glad to.” He said, “As a matter of fact, you can rest in my shade. I’ll be a shadow for you.” A bramble has no fruit, shade, or lumber. It rips, shreds, chokes, clings, and grows. It’s very hard to root out, but all of these people fled their responsibilities and let the bramble rule.

Many claim that Christians should have no say in the governing of our nation, but the first amendment says, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion…” That is, we’re going to have no national religion, no government-sponsored church, but it continues to say, “…or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” Today, where two or three are gathered in His name, there also it seems is the ACLU in their midst. We believe in a free church and a free state, but freedom of religion does not mean freedom from religion. We, as a nation, were conceived in faith, founded on faith, and prospered through faith. 

Who will stand up for right in America? God had rather forgive than judge. He is a God of mercy, and we must disabuse ourselves of the idea that there can be no renaissance, no revival, or no restoration. There can be, and we dare not lose hope! It’s time to take back our nation for the cause of Christ!

Authority
1. What is the authority for our society’s morals?

2. How do you think most Americans would respond to that question?

3. What is the source of authority in your life?

4. What can we do to move our nation back to God’s authority?

Truth
5. Can you think of any examples where we have moved from truth to pragmatism?

6. Why is pragmatism man-centered and truth God-centered?

7. What is the problem in having government policy rely on pragmatism?

Revelation
8. In what ways have we moved from revelation to feeling in our culture?

9. In the church?

10. Why do you think there has been such an explosive interest in counseling, psychology, and self-esteem in our culture?

11. What is the problem in having the church focus more on feeling than revelation?

Conviction
12. Would you say our society has moved from conviction to opinion? Why or why not?

13. What examples can you offer?

14. Whom do you know who lives by conviction? What makes him different from others?

Involvement
15. What does Isaiah 5:20 say a corrupt culture does?

16. What evil things are called “good” in our culture?

17. What good things are called “evil”?

18. Why is a nation in crisis susceptible to evil leadership?

19. How would you respond to the person who said, “Christians have no right being involved in politics. The first amendment says they should stay out of politics and keep their religion to themselves.”?

20. Pray about what you can do to get involved and stand up for right in America.

[image: image1][image: image2.png]


[image: image3]
