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Wonders of the Word of God

“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” Psalm 119:18
“Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so that I shall talk of thy wondrous works.” Psalm 119:27
“Thy testimonies are wonderful:  therefore doth my soul keep them.” Psalm 119:129
In the great battle today over the Word of God, the conflict comes down to this: is the Bible truly His Word?  And the trouble arises not so much from unbelievers who attack the church from the outside—they’re like woodpeckers pecking on the church.  We can see them and shoo them away.  The real danger comes from those on the inside who are like termites, eating away at the foundation.  These liberals on the inside are doing far more damage than the woodpeckers on the outside.  

Famed lecturer and agnostic Robert Ingersoll once said that there was no need for him to continue to ridicule the Bible, for “many preachers in the pulpits are denying the Bible and accomplishing far more to destroy faith in the Bible than I could by lecturing.”

· What do you believe about the Bible? ____________________________________

· Is it the actual Word of Almighty God? ___________________________________

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, “The turning point of the battle between those who hold the faith once delivered to the saints and their opponents lies in the true and real inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.”  

This is the dividing line: the inspiration of the Word of God. If the Bible is not an infallible standard of truth, Spurgeon continued, “we are at sea without a compass, and no danger from rough weather without can be equal to the loss within.”  

Although a 19-year-old boy when he began to preach, Adrian Rogers firmly believed the Bible was the Word of God.  And he believed it even more and more as the years went by. He was convinced that the Bible is exactly what it says of itself: it is the Word of God.  There are no hidden flaws ─ only hidden beauties.      

There are several wonders of the Word of God, but let’s look at just three:

1. It is a supernatural book

No other book is like the Bible because only the Bible has God Himself as the Author!

2 Timothy 3:16—“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God….”

A Deeper Look at the Word “Inspired”
Let’s examine this word—it deserves a close look. Did you know that the word God uses in this verse to describe how the Bible came to be is used only once in the entire New Testament? It’s the Greek word theopneustos. If we take this word apart, we see that “theo” is the word for “God” and “pneustos” is the word “breathed.”  It literally means “God-breathed” (“theo”-“pneustos”).  Many have thought the phrase “inspired by God” means that first men wrote the words, then God breathed upon them, and then they became “His word.”  But the opposite is true!  “Theo-pneustos” literally means God breathed the Bible out of Himself.  The Bible is the very breath of God, as much the Word of God as if God were here in a physical body speaking words.

This in itself is a breathtaking thought.

2 Timothy 3:16 goes on to say how much of Scripture is inspired. 

· According to verse 16, what portion of the Bible is “God-breathed?” _________

In the original manuscripts, every line, point, and pen stroke were placed there by the will and purpose of Almighty God.  It is set apart—the book above all others.

2. It is a spiritual book

We must have the help of the Holy Spirit to understand it.  There are two reasons for that:

1. We need the Holy Spirit to interpret for us because _________ is the author.

Look at the verses from Psalm 119 quoted at the beginning of this study. Notice that they are prayers.  

· In verse 18, what must we ask God to do for us?________________________

· What will be the result? ____________________________________________

· In verse 27, what should we ask of God? ______________________________

· What will be the result? ____________________________________________

Now read for comparison what happened in Luke 24:13-32 when the Lord Jesus, after His resurrection, walked along with two dismayed disciples.  Compare Luke 24:31 with Psalm 119:18 above.

· What words are almost identical? ____________________________________

· What did Jesus do for them (v. 31)? __________________________________

Look a little farther down (Luke 24: 45). What did He do for this group of disciples? _________________________________________________________________

Our prayer should be, “O God, do that for me.”
2. We need the Spirit of God because according to 1 Corinthians 2:14, “The ____________ man receives not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them, for they are spiritually discerned.”  

Apart from God’s Spirit, we’re left to our own intellect and cannot understand the Bible. We may know Bible facts and even doctrine, but we will never know the real message of the Bible until we say, “Lord God, speak to me,” and the Holy Spirit turns the light on. 

Isaiah 55:7 says, “Let the wicked forsake his thoughts; the unrighteous man his ways, and let him return unto the Lord.”  

We forsake our thoughts, our slide rule, our microscope, and our intellectual pride.  We ask the Holy Spirit to teach us.  We cannot rip truth out of Scripture.  God will reveal it, or we won’t have it.   Until He illumines us as students, it cannot be real in our hearts. 

3.  It is the Savior’s book

Jesus Himself was a believer in the inerrancy of the Bible. He leaves no doubt about His view of Scripture. Read His own commentary in the book of John.

· “and the Scripture ______________  be ______________.” John 10:35

· “For if you had believed_________, you would have believed me, for he wrote of me. But if you believe not his writings, how should you believe ______ words?”  John 5:46-47

In this passage, Jesus Christ puts the writings of Moses on the same level as His own words.
· Look once more at Luke 24:25.  How does Our Lord describe those who do not believe what the Old Testament prophets wrote? 

_____________   and   _____________  of  ________________.

· The Bible presents Him.  

· John 5:39: “You search the Scriptures; these are they which testify of me.”  Note that “they (the Scriptures) __________ of _____.” 

· For the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, Jesus began “at Moses and all the prophets” (He began in the Pentateuch and continued through the rest of the Old Testament) and “expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning ______________.” Luke 24:27

We love and cherish the Bible because it’s the Savior’s book—He loved and believed it.

Jesus Christ is the hero of the Bible. If you read the Bible and don’t see Him either standing in the shadows or presented in plain view, go back and look again.

